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How nice it is to see the daffodils and the spring bulbs
emerging around the grounds and I thank the estates team
for making it all look so beautiful! One of the highlights of
this week was going to watch the ‘Great Egg Race’ in the
Science Department where a multitude of Upper 4 girls
were willing their marbles to travel as far as possible down
their highly complex, handmade cardboard structures.
The Sixth Form were the diligent adjudicators and, I have
to say, they were taking no prisoners despite the strong
protests when marbles were flying all over the room and
the girls were trying to blame the strength of the sellotape
as opposed to any construction faults! Great fun was had
by all and I must admit that there were some fairly
impressive towers on display, all designed and made using
empty boxes and paper plates!
It was the Year 6s turn for me to pounce upon during lunch this week and I hugely enjoyed our
conversations about their favourite things to do at the weekend and what might make the school
even better next year. It one of my weekly highlights to relax with the girls and chat with them
away from the classroom and I am always impressed by their intuitive and naturally confident
natures.
We have had another busy week of visitors to the school, mainly for the Junior School this time,
and it always so nice to hear that our girls are incredibly welcoming to any newcomer coming in
for a Taster Day. It can be a truly daunting experience but every single time a prospective child
leaves the school, it’s with a beaming smile and commenting on what a great day they have had!
It is this kindness and underlying care for one another that is a core value of our school and,
over and over again, our girls show that this is central to what matters to us.
And now, moving on to the news ….
The Maynard at two major national championships this weekend!
I would like to start this part of the newsletter by wishing Amelia Moody (Lower 5) the very best of luck
at the English Schools Cross Country Championships in Norwich tomorrow. With her tremendous
stamina and immaculate sense of timing (not to mention her incredible sprint finish), Amelia is a class
runner and thoroughly deserves her place at these championships where she will be representing
Devon. I am sure all that hill training in the dark evenings on Dartmoor will stand her in great stead
and I can’t wait to hear how she gets on! Good luck!

Likewise, the Under 14 netball team head off
later this afternoon to Welwyn Garden City
for the finals of the National Schools
Competition, widely accepted as the biggest
competition in any school’s netball calendar.
As the reigning Devon County champions and
second-placed from schools representing six
counties in the South West at the recent
Regional tournament, just getting to the finals
is a massive achievement, but we go with high
expectations such is the sheer quality of this
hugely talented team.
At this juncture, I must say an enormous thank
you to Harry’s Restaurant who has so very
kindly sponsored the team’s new sweatshirts and beautiful blue bobble hats. This is an incredibly
generous gesture and I know the girls are thrilled to be going to the championships sporting their own
branded gear! So my sincere and heartfelt thanks for making a big occasion even bigger and better!
I look forward to hearing how both Amelia and the netball team fare but, in the meantime, I wish
them the very best of luck!

Devon Performing Arts Festival
My sincere apologies to all those that took part in the recent Devon Performing Arts Festival who
missed a mention in last week’s newsletter. When it is an out-of-school event, it is only possible to
celebrate those successes that we are made aware of and whilst it has been wonderful to hand out a
number of DPAF trophies in assemblies this week, I feel sure there are some who have slipped
through the net! I do, however, attach a pdf document of the Speech and Drama results and, as you
will see, The Maynard School features heavily with wins and placings in nearly every class!
Unfortunately, there are far too many successes to list them all individually here but a huge well done
to everyone who took part!
However, despite repeated attempts by Miss Blackwell, we still haven’t quite managed to seek out the
identities of all those girls who individually entered for the music section of the Festival. So my
apologies again if I have missed you off the list at any time, but I extend my congratulations to you

all, and to Shweta Banerjee (Upper 4) for gaining a distinction for grade 4-5 and a merit for grade 6-7
in the piano classes.
Likewise, all these wonderful results will be published in full in our Prize Giving programme at the end
of the year, so if your daughter played an instrument or sang at the Festival, could you please email
AngelaBlackwell@maynard.co.uk with the details!

A real musical treat
We were treated to some super performances at
last night’s music showcase and wow, what
talented girls they all are! Four of our students Robyn Bowman (Upper 6), Lucy Harris-Deans
(Lower 6), Gigi Hetherington (Upper 5) and
Alexandra Pavic (Upper 5) – have a tremendous
eight Grade 8’s between them, quite apart from
the wealth of musical talent that flows
throughout the entire school. Which is precisely
why attending any of our stunning school
showcases is such a treat!
Last night was no exception and there was a
tremendous array of instruments being showcased from oboe, piano, saxophone, trumpet, flute and
violin and my congratulations to all the girls for putting on such beautiful performances!

Great fun had at our first football tournament
Our Under 14 football team had a fabulous
time in the sunshine at the Catherine Fraser
Memorial Tournament last Friday. More than
140 girls from 14 schools, spanning Cornwall to
Taunton clubbed together to support this 6-aside event which had been organised to pay
tribute to Catherine (a Maynard parent) who
gave her time and energy so wholeheartedly for
Exeter City Football Club and Football in the
Community, before losing her fight to breast
cancer in 2015.
Our girls played brilliantly, under the watchful
eye of team coach Mr Loosemore, to qualify in
their pool for the semi-finals. Although they unfortunately lost this match, it was the spirit of the
competition that really mattered and the organisers successfully empowered all the players to just have
fun and enjoy the moment. It was also entirely befitting that Catherine’s daughter, Dulcie Fraser
(Lower 4), scored “the goal of the tournament” according to our Director of Sport, Mrs Gabbitass.
Well done to everyone!

Netball season draws to a close
Both our Under 11 and Under 12 netball teams put in some gutsy performances at the End of Season
Netball Tournaments held at St. Peter’s last Friday to solidify what has been a most successful term for
them all. The Under 11s enjoyed some extremely close matches, finishing with a great victory over
Exeter Cathedral School to end on a high note in 7th place overall.
Following recent victories, the Under 12s entered their competition with high expectations and didn’t
disappoint, winning all four of their pool matches to go through to the semi-finals. Unfortunately, this
didn’t go their way and they narrowly lost 2-3 to a very strong St Peter’s side. In the words of Mrs
Fabian, “Not quite our day but we will be back next year!”.

Geography field trip to Snowdonia
The Lower Sixth geographers returned on
Monday after four very full days in Snowdonia.
From exploring upland and lowland glaciation,
through to measuring till cliffs on the North Wales
coast to find evidence of the direction of ice flow,
there was plenty to investigate and, no doubt, this
trip will have enhanced their classroom study
whilst also being a lot of fun!

Great results from the Intermediate Mathematical Challenge
We recently received some outstanding results from last month’s UK Intermediate Mathematical
Challenge that all students in Upper 4, Lower 5 and Upper 5 took part in. My congratulations to everyone
and, in particular, the 26 girls who were awarded bronze or silver for their endeavours.

Special mention must go to Shweta Banerjee (Upper 4) and Jess Carr (Upper 5) who both won gold
certificates, scoring so highly in the process that they qualified for yesterday’s next stage of the
competition. I look forward to sharing with you Jess’s and Shweta’s results from this just as soon as they
are officially published.

Artists enjoy trip to the David Hockney exhibition at
the Tate Britain
Students studying GCSE and A-level art enjoyed a trip to
London earlier in the week to see the David Hockney exhibition
at the Tate Britain. Billed as his “most comprehensive
exhibition yet”, the girls all enjoyed seeing his most famous
works spanning over six decade and a huge spectrum of
mediums from painting, drawing, print, photography and video.
It certainly was a trip to remember and I know the girls found
viewing his works truly inspirational.

Britain Needs Scientists
Last Wednesday we took a group of ten Lower 5 girls to the Britain
Needs Scientists event at the University of Exeter.
Designed to promote degrees and careers in science, the highlight
for our students was meeting several undergraduate and
postgraduate scientists in a ‘speed dating’ format.
There was also an interactive science fair including stalls promoting
astrophysics and ecology which our budding scientists had enjoyed
perusing.

Bubble making in Reception class

The fun continues in the Pre-Prep Department and this week the Reception class had a great time as
scientists making bubble potions! They investigated two different mixtures and discussed which one
made the better bubbles before agreeing that the one using glycerine was the clear winner! It was a

wonderfully interactive session and, through the giggles of glee, it was abundantly clear that the girls
were having a great time, whilst learning in the process.
All the Pre-Prep girls enjoyed their final swimming lesson of the term earlier in the week and they can
now look forward to Forest School as part of their timetable from next term. This has been such a
successful addition to the school already with the pre-schoolers relishing an array of activities during
their sessions every Monday morning. Now that Mrs Cook is a practised Forest School leader, I can
guarantee that our girls will have enormous fun during their summer lessons!

House netball
The house netball matches are
ongoing so I look forward to
providing you with a full
report and an announcement
of the winners in a future
edition of this newsletter.
In the meantime, however, I
just had to share this gorgeous
photo of the Years 3 and 4
teams, taken during their
matches last week!

Year 3’s thank you to Waterstones
Mrs Rowe’s Year 3 class have spent some of this week creating a wonderful book of poems, inspired
by ‘Aliens Love Dinopants’ (by Claire Freedman and Ben Cort) which they took to Waterstones this
morning as a thank you for all their trips and story-telling sessions. Each of them had written their own
‘Alien’ poem and I must say their grasp of rhyme is truly remarkable, as are their beautiful
illustrations!!

90th birthday celebrations for our alumna
It was heart-warming to hear that two girls in the Upper
4, Evie Oldland and Betsy Board, so kindly
volunteered to bring a bit of cheer to one of our
alumna who was celebrating her 90th birthday last
week. Although terribly frail, Miss Hawken was
delighted to receive a beautiful bunch of flowers and a
copy of the Maynard history book (A Celebration of
350 Years). It was a very kind gesture to a wonderful
Old Maynardian and she loved reminiscing with the
girls about her time at school.

Addition to the Bus Routes
Just to let any interested parents know that we have extended the Ottery St Mary bus route to now
travel to Honiton for school pick up and drop off. We currently have some spare spaces so if you
would like your daughter to travel on this bus, please contact admissions@maynard.co.uk.

Movie Night – fundraising for Tanzania
Some of our Lower 6 girls organised a Movie Night on
Wednesday to raise funds for the school expedition to
Tanzania this summer. 24 Upper 3 and Lower 4 girls
enjoyed tucking into pizza, cookies and sweet pots
whilst watching ‘Zootropolis’!
The evening raised £170 which will go towards buying
resources for community projects in Tanzania, which
the girls will be working on whilst they are there.

Raising money for CLIC Sargent
I am delighted to announce that Virgin Atlantic have very kindly donated two economy return tickets
to New York to be auctioned to raise funds for CLIC Sargent, the children’s cancer charity that Miss
Williamson is running for in the upcoming London Marathon.
If you would like to bid for these tickets (all proceeds will go to the charity) could you please email
KateWilliamson@maynard.co.uk with your name and total bid figure by Friday 24 March.
Please be aware that flights cannot be booked 10 days either side of Easter, between 15 July–15
September and 15 December–15 January and there is also a tax of approximately £150 per person.
This is a wonderful opportunity to do something for charity whilst also stealing a rare moment to travel
to the Big Apple for a well-earned break – I am sure that you won’t regret it!
Have a nice weekend!

Sarah Dunn
Headmistress

